
Management 

• Stop the transfusion immediately. 

• Oxygen therapy  

• Intravenous diuretics should be used 
appropriately. 

• If more rapid volume reduction is 
needed, therapeutic phlebotomy can 
be used. 



Prevention 

• Packed cell should be used instead of whole 
blood. 

• Packed cells should be given slowly over 4. 
• Diuretics should be given at the start of the 

transfusion and only one or two units of 
concentrated red cells should be transfused 
in any 24 hour period. 

• Blood transfusion should be given during the 
daytime, Overnight transfusion should be 
avoided wherever possible. 
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Complications of massive transfusion 


